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has begun to supplant her, after weakening her influence
by successful diplomatic activities.
In addition to this, Turkestan, Bokhara, and Khiva, in
Central Asia, were annexed by Russia in 1924. Bokhara"
and Khiva have acted as buffer states between her on the
one hand and Afghanistan and India on the other. Now that
they have become nothing more nor less than a part of
Russia, one might prophesy that they will be used by her
to facilitate an invasion of India.
Revival of the Alliance.
We have seen that the position of England today is
very poor as compared with that which she held while the
Anglo-Japanese Alliance was in force. It is small wonder,
then, that Englishmen, regretting past glories, have been
discussing its revival. The following is taken from a leading
article in the North China Daily News, a British paper.
England, with her diplomatic vision obscured in the uncertain
atmosphere after the War, and under a deep sense of responsibility
to her creditor America, sacrificed the valuable Anglo-Japanese
Alliance to please Canada and Australia. But we are convinced
that the spirit of the Alliance is still of the greatest importance
to both countries.
Further, Mr. Chamberlain, in an unofficial speech in
November 1924, expressed the hope that England and Japan
would draw together again. In the responsible position of
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs he had had, as we
have seen, a bitter experience of affairs in China.
Then there was Garvin, in a long article in the Observer,
saying that the Alliance ought to be renewed, and speaking
of it in almost affectionate terms. Presumably he expressed
the views of educated and well-informed people.
But a renewal is far from easy; there are many diffi-
culties. First of all there are the feelings of the Japanese
people. England had little thought for them when she so
unjustly strangled the Alliance : all she thought of was
casting up the account of profit and loss. We Japanese feel
that a casual renewal would touch our national dignity-
We have a tradition of keeping our hands clean, and are
wont to despise people that are too calculating.